
THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge 

that they need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been 

thought and said; and helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and 

achievement. 

The curriculum is split into core subjects, English and Maths, and Other foundation 

subjects.  At Laindon Park these subjects are; 

Other foundation Subjects 

Science Citizenship Geography History Computing Music 

Personal, 

Social and 

Health 

Education 

(PSHE) 

Languages 

(Spanish) 

Physical 

Education (PE) 

Art Design 

Technology 

Religious 

Education 

(RE) 

 

Core subjects are taught daily in the morning across the school.  Other foundation 

subjects are taught weekly in the afternoons.  

English 

Teachers develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral 

aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and 

the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the 

whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success 

in all subjects. 

Spoken language 

Pupils are taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. 

They learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop 

vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; 

and select the appropriate register for effective communication. They are taught to 

give well-structured descriptions and explanations and develop their understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising and exploring ideas. This enables them to clarify 

their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing. 

Reading and writing 

Teachers develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support their acquisition 

of knowledge. Pupils are taught to read fluently, understand extended prose (both 

fiction and non-fiction) and are encouraged to read for pleasure.  



The school provides library facilities and set ambitious expectations for reading at 

home. Pupils  develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling 

and punctuation. They are taught the correct use of grammar. They build on what they 

have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar 

they use. The writing they do includes narratives, explanations, descriptions, 

comparisons, summaries and evaluations: such writing supports them in rehearsing, 

understanding and consolidating what they have heard or read. 

Vocabulary development 

Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress 

across the whole curriculum. Teachers therefore develop vocabulary actively, building 

systematically on pupils’ current knowledge. They  increase pupils’ store of words in 

general; simultaneously, they should also make links between known and new vocabulary 

and discuss the shades of meaning in similar words. In this way, pupils expand the 

vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. In addition, it is vital 

for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in 

their reading across all subjects, and older pupils are taught the meaning of instruction 

verbs that they may meet in examination questions. It is particularly important to 

induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its own right, such as 

accurate mathematical and scientific language. 

Maths 

Teachers use every relevant subject to develop pupils’ mathematical fluency.  

Confidence in numeracy and other mathematical skills is a precondition of success  

across the national curriculum. Teachers develop pupils’ numeracy and mathematical 

reasoning in all subjects so that they understand and appreciate the importance of 

mathematics.                                                                       

Pupils are taught to apply arithmetic fluently to problems, understand and use 

measures, make estimates and sense check their work. Pupils apply their geometric and 

algebraic understanding, and relate their understanding of probability to the notions of 

risk and uncertainty. They also understand the cycle of collecting, presenting and 

analysing data. They are taught to apply their mathematics to both routine and non-

routine problems, including breaking down more complex problems into a series of 

simpler steps. 

Foundation 

Each class has a grid for covering the Foundation Subjects.  
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Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Science  Living things and 

habitats  

Animals including 

humans  

Everyday material  

Computing e-safety       Using 

technology   Using 

the internet 

Communicating and 

collaborating online    

Creating and 

Publishing  

Digital Media   Using 

data 

PE Games / Gym Games / Dance Athletics  

History Grace Darling – 

children in history 

The Great Fire of 

London 

Famous People 

Geography Oceans and 

continents 

Away from home (History focus) 

Art Can buildings speak? Colour, shape and 

pattern- colour 

mixing 

Mother nature 

designer 

DT Puppets Vehicles Making a clay tile or 

pendant 

Music Pitch and dynamic 

Songs for Christmas 

production 

Responding to 

starting points. 

Sounds in nature and 

listening to music 

RE Messages and meanings How people worship How we can learn from 

stories 

PSHE It’s our world/ Say 

No 

Money matters / 

Who likes chocolate? 

People around us/ 

growing up 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Science  Seasonal changes / 

Movement 

Plants, animals and 

habitats 

Everyday materials 

Computing e-safety       Using 

technology   Using 

the internet 

Communicating and 

collaborating online    

Creating and 

Publishing 

Digital Media   Using 

data 

PE Games / Gym Games / Dance Athletics  

History Changes in their life 

time 

Events and 

Anniversaries 

Toys and games from 

the past 

Geography Our local area Our island home Our weather 

Art Self Portraits Investigating 

materials (Link to 

Easter) 

Sculpture – what is 

sculpture 

DT Food focus- making a 

salad 

Using textiles/ 

weaving 

Moving pictures/ 

model toys 

Music Sounds interesting Making sounds- 

listening skills 

Toys that make 

sounds, Making 

instruments 

RE Special people Special stories Special places 

PSHE We’re all stars / It’s 

our world 

Living long, living 

strong / Daring to 

be different 

Dear diary / joining in 

and joining up 



 

 

Year 3 

and 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Science  Living things / Plants  Rocks Light 

ICT e-safety       Using 

technology   Using the 

internet 

Communicating and 

collaborating online    

Creating and Publishing  

Digital Media   Using data 

PE Games / Gym Games / Dance Athletics / Swimming 

History Neolithic hunter-gatherers 
and early farmers 

(Time for Geography 

unit) 

Roman invasion 

Geography (History focus) The Docklands (History focus) 

Art Pottery and Mosaics 

 

Modern art  Jackson 

Pollack Sweet 

wrappers/ Giant 3D 

sweets  

Clay food 

DT Bread making Tall structure, 

docklands 

Mosaic frame 

Music Shapes of melody 

Songs, sea shanties 

Graphic scores. 

Songs from around the 

UK 

Simple rhythmic 

structure and rhythm 

notation 

RE The life and teachings of 

Jesus  

The importance of Easter 

to Christians 

The Christian Church – 

PSHE It’s our world Daring to be different Growing up 

MFL Greeting / numbers to 12 / 

introducing yourself and 

your family / things and 

actions in the class / please 

and thank you 

How old they are / where 

they live / numbers to 21 / 

the weather / days of the 

week 

Colours / Spanish festivals / 

likes and dislikes 



Year 4  

and 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Science  Living things Sound Earth and Space 

ICT e-safety       Using 

technology   Using the 

internet 

Communicating and 

collaborating online    

Creating and Publishing  

Digital Media   Using 

data 

PE Games / Gym Games / Dance Athletics / Swimming 

History Normans Tudors The Battle of Britain 

Geography The Amazon (Rivers) (History focus) New York 

Art Close observation 

drawings – containers 

Weaving – Paper, wool 

etc. – multimedia 

collage 

Using recyclable 

materials to create a 

sculpture 

DT Musical instruments Hats Picnics 

Music Pitch  
Creating mood – 
composing melody. 

Pentatonic scales  

Note names and scale 

A sense of rhythm 

RE The Old testament The New Testament –  Religions in our community  

PSHE It’s our world Be friendly, be wise Money matters 

MFL School likes dislike / time 

phrases 

Eating and drinking in a 

café / numbers to 200 

Different parts of the body / 

sports / likes and dislikes 

Subject Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Science  Living things Evolution and 

inheritance  

Light / electricity 

ICT e-safety       Using 

technology   Using the 

internet 

Communicating and 

collaborating online    

Creating and Publishing  

Digital Media   Using 

data 

PE Games / Gym Games / Dance Athletics / Swimming 

History Ancient Egypt Legacy of Rome and 

Greece 

Mayan 

Geography The Netherlands Mediterranean Coasts 

Art Lowry paintings Masks Fashion through the 

ages 

DT Containers Slippers Fairgrounds- link to 

science- levers 

Music Keyboards treble line 

notation 

New rhythms History of music 

including famous 

composers 

RE How do people Worship in 
a Christian church 

The Islamic faith – the life of the prophet Mohammed 
PBUH/  beliefs, festivals and practises 

PSHE It’s our world Say no to drugs Money matters / 

growing up 

MFL Clothing / colours / 

describing people 

Towns / local areas / tourist 

offices 

Preparing for a school 

trip to Spain 


