
At Laindon Park Primary school and Nursery, we 

teach early reading (phonics) using bug club 

phonics. 

 

Why we chose Bug Club Phonics 

• A solid foundation in reading for all: Written by the same authors of the 
Clackmannanshire study, Bug Club Phonics uses the systematic synthetic 
phonics approach. This heavily influenced current government policy as it was 
shown to give the best foundation in reading for all children regardless of 
social and economic background. 

 

• 180 fully decodable readers: With fiction and non-fiction titles from Phases 1 
to 5 ensuring children read from books with the sounds they know as they are 
learning to read. 

 

• Accessible and inclusive phonics teaching: Bug Club Phonics is 
purposefully designed to keep all pupils together as much as possible. The 
Clackmannanshire research (which underpins the programme) showed that 
keeping the children together during the daily Phoneme Sessions fostered a 
sense of social inclusion and boosted the performance of the children who 
were progressing more slowly. 

 

• Bug Club Phonics matches the expectations of the national curriculum and 
the early learning goals. The order of grapheme introduction matches that 
recommended by the DfE’s Letters and Sounds programme and Bug Club 
Phonics provides inbuilt formative and summative assessment unit-by-unit 
and term-by-term. 

 

• Bug Club Phonics decodable readers have been written to match the order in 
which grapheme-phoneme correspondences are introduced in class, giving 
children the opportunity to practise their blending skills and to consolidate 
their knowledge. Each reader is available in print and as an eBook. 

 



• The daily sessions include whole-class revision and new phoneme focus 
sections which identify those children who need immediate extra support 
during the subsequent guided independent work. Digital games are also 
provided to offer ample opportunities to assess pupils’ progress in a low-
stakes, fun way. 

 

• Comfortable and confident learners: Videos of well-known CBeebies 
characters are weaved into lessons and characters, such as the Alphablocks, 
appear in the books helping to link the children’s home environment with the 
school. 

 

• Frequent and detailed assessment: Appropriate and informal assessment 
opportunities are offered in the daily lessons and through fun games in the 
online world to be used on top of our summative assessment procedures. 

• Extra help for those who fall behind: Guidance on how to support those 
who fall behind is provided throughout. 

This is what the structure of a phonics lesson looks like: 

 


